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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION
GENERAL 
 1. Do not open the booklet until told to do so by your teacher.
 2. You may use any teaching aids normally available in your classroom, such as MAB blocks, 

counters, currency, calculators, play money etc. You are allowed to work on scrap paper and 
teachers may explain the meaning of words in the paper.

 3. Diagrams are NOT drawn to scale. They are intended only as aids.
 4. There are 25 multiple-choice questions, each with 5 possible answers given and 5 questions 

that require a whole number between 0 and 999. The questions generally get harder as you 
work through the paper. There is no penalty for an incorrect response.

 5. This is a competition not a test; do not expect to answer all questions. You are only competing 
against your own year in your own State or Region so different years doing the same paper are 
not compared.

 6. Read the instructions on the Answer Sheet carefully. Ensure your name, school name and 
school year are filled in. It is your responsibility that the Answer Sheet is correctly coded.

 7. When your teacher gives the signal, begin working on the problems. 

THE ANSWER SHEET 
 1. Use only lead pencil.
 2. Record your answers on the reverse of the Answer Sheet (not on the question paper) by FULLY 

colouring the circle matching your answer.
 3. Your Answer Sheet will be read by a machine. The machine will see all markings even if they 

are in the wrong places, so please be careful not to doodle or write anything extra on the 
Answer Sheet. If you want to change an answer or remove any marks, use a plastic eraser and 
be sure to remove all marks and smudges.

INTEGRITY OF THE COMPETITION 
The AMC reserves the right to re-examine students before deciding whether to grant official 
status to their score. 

A U S T R A L I A N   S C H O O L  Y E A R S  5 ,  6  A N D  P R I M A R Y  7 *
T I M E  A L L O W E D :  6 0  M I N U T E S

* S O M E  S T A T E S  O N L Y
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What is the AMC?
The AMC is a mathematics competition containing thirty problems that students can attempt to answer  
in the time allowed. The students use a special answer sheet that is processed and marked by computer.

There are five papers. While each paper is attempted by students from different year levels, each student  
is assessed only against other students in the same school year and region.

The earliest problems are very easy, then the problems get progressively more difficult until the end when 
they are challenging to the most gifted student. Students of all standards will progress and find their point 
of challenge.

We believe this to be the largest event in Australia for which participants pay an entry fee. The AMC has 
run every year since 1978 and is now a significant international event.

Benefits to Students
The AMC gives students external recognition of their achievements. All students receive a certificate  
and a detailed report showing how they went on each problem with comparative statistics.

Prizes will be awarded to the top students.

Unlike formal mathematics testing, many of the problems are set in situations to which students can relate, 
showing the relevance of mathematics to everyday life. Above all, the AMC is designed to be a fun event 
removed from the pressures of formal assessment with problems designed to be of sufficient interest to 
stimulate discussion with friends, parents or in the classroom.

Australian Mathematics Trust
The AMT is a national non-profit organisation and its Board includes representatives from the Australian 
Association of Mathematics Teachers, Australian Academy of Science and Australian Mathematical Society.  
The AMT administers a number of further mathematical activities such as the Mathematics Challenge for 
Young Australians and the Australian Mathematical Olympiad.

AMT Publishing
The AMT publishes its own material of national and international significance for those students who seek 
extra mathematical challenge. 

Problems to Solve in Middle School Mathematics, is a collection of problems presented in ready to be 
photocopied format for classroom use with students in Years 5 to 8.

A Primary version of AMC (Australian Mathematics Competition for the Westpac Awards) Solutions and Statistics is 
available for 2004, 2005 and 2006. The 2007 version will be available in early 2008. Each year these books include 
the questions, full solutions, statistics, information on Australian achievement rates, analyses of the statistics as well 
as discrimination and difficulty factors for each question. Prize winners are also listed.

 

These and other titles can be ordered via the internet or by mail.

Contact
Australian Mathematics Competition for the Westpac Awards
Australian Mathematics Trust
University of Canberra ACT 2601
Australia
Tel: 02 6201 5137
Intl Tel:  +61 2 6201 5137
Fax: 02 6201 5052
Intl Fax: +61 2 6201 5052
Email: amc@amt.edu.au
Web: www.amt.edu.au/events.html
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